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Jacob’s Fear of Esau’s Revenge. ' not be restored ; considered himself injurs 


Fear is an attendant on him who hath ed by Jacob, in the loss of it. 
committed crimes : and it is heightened in’ Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he 
proportion as the strength of the injured hath supplanted me these two times; he 
party is increased. took away my birth-right, &c. Gen. xxvii. 

if a man, whom another has injured, be 36. Esau would never have complained of 
weak and unable to maintain a proper re- Jacob’s supplanting him ; nor connected 
sentment ; there is but little or no fear in his taking from him the birth-right, with 
him, who has done the injury ; deducing thatof the blessing; nor would he have 
his safety from the imbecility of him, Whom cried with a great and exceeding bitter 
lie has injured; butif the person injured cry ; ifhe had have looked upon the loss 
rises in thé public esteem ; if he increase of either the birth-right or blessing with 
in wealth, in popularity, in influence ; the indifference. The bisth-right was highly 
person, who injured him, begins to be a-_ valued ; and Esau, when his distress, o¢- 
fraid, and to tremble 3 especially if there casioned by hunger, was subsided ; was 
be intimations that the injury is remember- , sensible both of the loss of the birth-right, 
ed, and particularly if measures are in a and of Jacob’s art and subtlety in depriv- 
train for taking vengeance. ‘ing him of it. 

In this case, there is the twofold horror,’ Esau considered himself injured by Ja-~ 
that of a guilty conscience, and the dread cob ; and there is no person who can jus- 
and expectation of punishment. tify such a request, under such circumstan- 

Thisscems tohave been the case with the ces. ‘To refuse to feed a person, and espe- 
patriarch Jaeob, when he heard that ‘sau cially a brother in such distress, unless so 
Was coming to meet him and 400 men with great a privilege be relinquished ; cagnot 
him. Gen. xxxii. from the 7th to the 12th be justified on any principle of righteouse 
verse inclusive. ness oF mercy. 

The partiality, which has invariably been; Esau, therefore, was sensible of the inju- 
exercised towards Jacob and against Esau, ry; and Jacob could not be insensible of 
rnakes it necessary to recite the history of 7¢¢, nor of his brother's resentment on that 
both, so far as it relates to the present case. account. But Esau appears to have mani- 
Jacob had made Esau’s extreme necessity fested no considerable distike or resentment, 
ain opportunity to obtain the birth-right.— / till Jacob supplanted him in his Father’s 
He obtained it for a mess of pottage. i blessing ; this roused him to a full sense of 

Although Esau was criminal in setting so his own loss, and of Jacob’s fraud and de- 
light by the birth-right 5 yet Jacob Was ception. 
more criminal than his brother, in his meth- { Phe blessing was obtained by the most 
ods to obtain it. Esau was very faint with | consummate deception and falsehood, 
hunger, and when he desired refreshment , Rebecca, in the absence of Esau, having 
of Jacob, he was refused only on condition | provided Savory meet such as Isaac loved ; 
that he would sell his birth-right. ben having clothed Jacob with the goodly 

And Esau said, behold I am at the point | raiment of his brother Esau, and having 
to die, and what profit shall this birth-right ‘covered his hands and the smooth of his 
dotome? And Jacob said, swear to me} neck, with the skin of the kid ; she gave 
this day ; and he sware unto him ; and he} the savory meat and the bread, which she 
sold his birth-right unto Jacob. Gen, xxv. had prepared, into the hand of her son Ja- 
32, 33. Here was Esau’s necessity, from|cob. And he came unto his father, and 
which Jacob took occasion to force away | said, my Father: and he said, here am [ ; 
the privilege of the birth-right, for only aj who art thou my son ? And Jacob said un- 
mess of pottage. Let men differ as much ‘to his father, I am Esau thy first born ; I 
as they will respecting the birth-right ; it, have done according as thou badest me ;— 
was considered by Jacob, to be very desira- | arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, 
ble; and Esau. when it was sold,and could that thy soul may bless me, And Isaac. 
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said unto his son, how is it, that thou hast with the accomplishment of the divine pur- 
found it so quickly, my son r and he said pose; but stood in full force against him.as 
because the Lord thy God, brought it to me. the same crimes would against any a 
And Isaac said unto Jacob, come near, I person, on any other occasion, 

pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son,! Ifwe now contrast the characters of Ja. 
whether thou be ray very son Esau or not. | cob and Esau, as deduced from the history 
And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father: of both ; it is evident, I think, that Esau’s 
and he felt him, and said, the voice is Ja- is much the fairest. Although he is to be 
cob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of blamed for setting too light by the birth 
Esau. And he discovered him not because right; yet there seems to be some excuse 
his hands were hairy as his brother Esau’s for it ; he was on the point to die,and, with. 
hands ; so he blessed him. And he said out immediate relief, he must have died; 











art thou my very son Esau? andhe said I Jacob. positively, retused this relief, only ie 


am. Gen. xxvii. 15—24 inclusive. Thus condition of selling him his birth-right ; he 
Jacob obtained the blessing, from Isaac by therefore, sold it for a mess of pottage : My 
deception and falsehood, which belonged crime no doubt,but not compared to Jacob's 
to Esau, and which {Isaac designed for E- | in thus exacting it. 
sau. But Jacobd’s obtaining the blessing, was 
These were the two things, in which Ja- an act, or a combination of acts manifest. 
cob supplanted Esau : which made him say ing the basest deception, and most aggrava- 
of his brother ; is not he rightly named Ja- ted falsehood. ‘Lhe answer to his father 
cob ? when he enquired how he had found it so 
For these crimes Jacob feltthe horrors of quickly, was the more shocking 3 as it at- 
guilt, and feared the resentment and ven- tributed to the act of God in an extraordiy- 
geance of his brother. Here we may learn ary manner; what was nothing aside from 
what were his apprehensions, when, return-_ the common expedition in which a tame an- 
ing om Padanaram, he heard that Esau imal is caught. “ The Lordthy God bro't 
Ws coming to meet him and 400 men with ? tome.” “ Art thou my very son Esau? 
him. This excited his earnest importunity ! and he said am.” Here was a positive 
with God, when he said, deliver me I pray | falsehood, and this was the second time, ia 
thee from the hand of my brother, fromthe: which this was asserted. Four positive 
hand of Fsau ; for I fear him, lest he will falsehoods were uttered by Jacob in obtain- 
come and smite me, and the mother with, ing the blessing, besides deceiving his aged, 
the children. Gen. xxxii. 11. blind father. Nor is Jacob’s crime lessen- 
Jacob, why was thou so afraid of Esau? | ed oa account that the whole was the con- 
The znswer must be, [ injured him, in the trivance of his mother. She planned, and 
cases of the birth-right and blessing, and, he executed the plan. She may be consid- 
now’ fear his just resentment. ered as the thief, and he the partaker, 
The excuse, which is produced to atin] Thus Jacob's character appears from the 
uate Jacob’s conduct, is, that God meant history. 


a 








that Jacob should be preferred to Esau ;—i 
that the elder should serve the younger :' 
but if Jacub’s crimes in deception and lying © 
were lessened or become no crime, because 
the purpese of God was carried into effect ; 
then it wil! follow, that all crimes must 
cease to be such, because they are all me- 
diately or immediately connected with the 
divine purpose. We have no more reason 
to conclude that Jacob’s crime was miti- 
gated on the above account ; than that all 
other crimes, which ever have been, or ever 
will be committed, will be mitigated on the 
same account ; for all moral evil is con- 
nected in the great plan of the divine pur- 
poses : “ The wrath of man shall praise 
him ant the remainder of wrath he will re- 
strain.” 

Jacob’s crimes, then, were not lessened 
at all, on account of their being connected 


Esau, as respects the loss of the blessing, 
appears to be perfectly an innocent man. 
In obedience to his father he went cheerful- 
ly, to procure for him that which he loved; 
he procured it with as much expedition as he 
could, and returned full of the expectation 
that he should obtain his father’s blessing. 
{t is no wonder, that he was moved to the . 
degree of amazement and grief of which we 
read. 

No person ought to wonder at it, or to 
blame him for it. 

Esau was to be blamed for harboring the 
thought of revenge ; but he never did re- 
venge though he had it in his power. 

Thus Esau was the injured man, and he 
was injured by his brother Jacob. Com- 
paring them together, we must pronounce 
Esau to have sustained a far better charac- 
ter than Jacob. 
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It is now time to speak of Jacob’s fear of 
Esau’s revenge. 

‘The 20 years of separation of Jacob from | 
Esau, had not obliterated the remembrance | And Jacob said, nay, i pray thee, if now I 
of the past frum the mind of either. lsau! have found grace in thy sight, then receive 


commg with 400 men to meet Jacob, con-| 
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he said, these are to find grace in the sight 
of my Lord. And Lsau'said, [ have enough, 
my brother, keep that thou hast to thyself. 


my present at my hand; for therefore have 


vinces me that he meant to intimidate his | | seen thy face, as though I had seen the 


brotuer, as though le would be revenged,in 
order that his clemency should appear to 
better advantage. ‘Lhe event proves that 
he had no desiga of destroy iig exthe* Jacob, 
his tamily or property. 41 be had had such 
a desig is strength was abundantiy sulil- 
clent tv ave carried it mito eliecl. Lience, 
I conclude, that isau’s mtention was to in- 
timudate his brother, believiny tat his clem- 
ency, or the suppression Oo) lis revenge, 
Would appear in a more favoravie point ol 
view. 

‘Lhe way is now prepared to treat oi Ja- 
cobs iear of his brotuer’s revenge. 

Jacub was alraid, and his tear, in tins 
Case, Was Very Qredly as you lilay see, Ven. 
XAAu. Li. Deliver me, d pray thee, Irom the 
hand of my brotuer, trom tae band ol insau; 
for 4 fear nun, test he will come and smite 
mic, anu the mother, with Wwe Children. 

fiere was an expression of great lear ; 
and this tear coulu arise from nothing, but 
a seuse of the wrong he bad dove tv wsau, 
ahu a iguuratice of sau s true Chraractes 5 
Supposing Him to be revengeiul, when ne 
Was n0t; ana that he was angry, When in- 
deed, he was pleased with hun. 

‘Lhus the guilt of Jacob was the cause ol 
his fear, aud this fear was Conuectea witu 
toruent 3 atthe same time he, whom he 
feared as an enemy, was in reality, @ iriend. 

‘hhe noble and commendabie dispusition 
of k.sau, exhibited on this occasivn, Cannot 
sufliciently be praised. {It is a manifesta- 
tion of that laudable disposition, which ex- 
cites to the forgiveness of injuries 5 to the 
suppression of revenge; and ainvunts to a 
coupiiance with the doctrine, which 1s ac- 
cording to godliness. And Jacob litted up 
his eyes and looked,and behold Lsau came, 
and with him 400 men. And £.sau ran to 
meet him, and embraced, and kissed him, 
and they wept. And he litted up his eyes, 
and saw the women and children, and said, 
who are these with thee? And he said the 
children, which God hath graciously given 
thy servant. Then the handmaids came 
near, they and their children, and bowed 
themselves. And Leah, also, with her chil- 
dren came near, and bowed themselves,and 
after came Joseph and Rachel,and they bow- 
ed themselves. And he said, what meanest 





. 


| face of God, and thou was pleased witn me. 


Gen. xxxiii. 1 to 10 inclusive. Ufever s 10- 
ble and forgiving disposition was discovered, 
it was on this occasion. Jacob, though his 
fear was great, would have had no i tsun 
fur it, had he had have known the disposi- 
tion of his brother. 

REMARKS. 

How blessed is a forgiving disposition,by 
which revenge issuppressed !_ Its saluta- 
ry eifects are understood and experienced 
in all the instances, in which it is exhibited. 
ilow much greater and better was Ksau’s 
forgiveness ; than if, according to Jacob’s 
iear, he had smote Jacob, with the Mother, 
and the children? ‘This revenge would 
have been dreadful; but his forgiveness 
was blessed. Forgive, and you shall be for- 
given, 

Men, when they have a sense of their 
ciimes, and of their sin against God, are apt 
to consider him as an avenging eniny 3 
coming out against them, not with 400 men, 
but with infinite wrath and power for their 
eternal ruin. 

But as Jacob did not know the disposi- 
tion of his brother Esau so neither do sin- 
ners understand the disposition of God their 
father 5 for instead of hatred, it is ove ; in 
stead of intending our ruin, he intends our 
salvation ; and instead of vengeance, his 
disposition is to forgive. “ There is fore 
givencss with him.” —Ep1ror. 





From the Universalist Macazine. 


THE GLORY OF GOD. 


“ The heavens declare the glory of God.” 
Ps. xix. 1. 


Our christian doctors,who maintain creeds 
which limit the goodness of God, and ree 
strict his mercy to a part only of the buman 
family, have never been able to satisfy un- 
prejudiced people how their doctrines can 
be reconciled with moral perfections of the 
divine Being. It is true, that they have not 
been wanting in endeavors and efforts, in 
inventions and imaginations, but the point 
in which they fail is an entire want of con- 
sistency, Some times they will set off from 
the proposition that God is universally be- 
nevolent, and has made salvation possible 


thou by all thisdrove, which I met ? And | for all men, and not only frecly offers eter- 
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nal life to all, on easy terms, but even per- 
suades and urges all to accept the profered 
mercy at his hand. But if they are asked 
how all this can be reconciled with the di- 
vine foreknowledge of the certainty of the 
endiess misery oi a large portion of the hu- 
man family, there is no answer which di- 
rectly applies to the question ; but the Kev. 
Doctor now thinks of another article of his 
creed, which, though entirely iconsistent 
with all for which he has betuie conterided, 
helps him out of his difficulty at once. He 
now remembers that God is a sovereign,and 
that from all eternity he predestinated some 
of the human family to glorify his grace in 
the enjoyment of himse}f forever, while he 
ordained the rest to glorify his justice by 
suffering his wrath everlastingly. Now the 
victory is won, the contest is put to rest,and 
the creed which limits the divine Goodness 
triumphs ! Who dare maintain that God 
will forego his glory, will prostrate the dig- 
nity of his justice and tarnish its lustre tor 
so cotemptible an object as that of making 
all his creatures, like himsell, holy and hap- 
rp \ 

This blind doctor, whose business is to 
lead the hlind, is confident that he sees his 
subject clearly. Ile never thought to ask 
himself how the justice of God could be 
glorified by continusug moral beings in an 
unjustilied svate 5; nor how divine mercy 
could be glorified waile prevented from ex- 
tending to all who need it. But the tact is 
he sees nothing ; be remembers his creed, 
and that is sufficient for him as “ a guide to 
the blind, a light of them which are in 
darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a 
teacher of babes ;” and his zeal is now di- 
rected to maintain the glory of God. 

The passage of holy writ, which heads 
this article, directs us to contemplate the 
heavens, as an open declaration of the glo- 
ry 6f God. And as itis believed that no 
comment can better illustrate this sublime 





cuit unto the ends of it ; and tliere is not). 
ing hid from the heat thereof.” ‘ies, 
marvellous things, the work of God’s hand. 
speak the instructions of divine wisdom 
all countries, wherever they are on the jace 
of the whole earth. Day and night, ioht 
and shade, heat and celd, summer gy) 
winter, sced time and harvest, sun shine 
and rain, all succeed each other in resylay 
order of the establish the laws of nature. — 
All those, with the elements of which we are 
composed and by which we subsist, speak 
one uniform language to all rational crea. 
tion; andintie universal, impartial dis. 
tribution of the goodness oi the Creator, de. 
clare this glory. 

if creation “and providence declare the 
glory ef God, it is a plain wuth that the di. 
vine glory is not Opposed to aniversal goud. 
ness is manifested in creation and provie 
dence, and that so clearly that the writer of 
our subject has said; ** ‘he Lord is good 
unto all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works.” 

In relation to these remarks, the reader 
will recollect, that those preachers, who 
endeavor to maintain and propagate the 
doctrine of partial, limited goodness, are 
never known to advert to the works of 
God in creation and providence, to illustrate 
their tenets of faith 5 but shutting their eyes 
against heavenly instruction, and turning 
iheir backs on the works of God, they en- 
deavor to study the dark, mysterious inven- 
tions and imaginations of men, and lose 
themselves in room of finding truth. Wide. 
ly difierent fram this method did cur Sav- 
iour proceed in giving instruction. He 
presented the people with the impartial and 
universal blessings of rain and sun shine to 
demonstrate that the love of our heavenly 
Father extends to all people, and to teach 
us that our periection lies in imitating so 
bsight an example. Li. B. 


subject than the one subjoined by the in-| 


From the ( Boston) Univ. Magazine. 
spired author, the attention of the reader is | 


Lov 


invited to examine it with caution. “ The 
heavens declare the glory of God 3 and the 
firmament sheweth his handy work. Da 


unto day uttereth speech, aud night unto. 


night sheweth knowledge. There is no 
speech nor languaye where their voice is 
not heard. ‘Their line is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the end of 
the world. In them hath he set a taberna- 
cle for the sun ;_ which is as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as 
a strong man to run a race. His going forth 


is from the end of the heaven, and his cir-, 


[LETTER 2.] 
Bellingham, —— 1823. 
TO THE MINISTERS AND MEM. 
biLRS OF THE METHODIST E- 
PISCOPAL CHURCH. 
Dear Brethren—I\n my \ast ¥ stated,that 
I should point out to you what I considered 
exceptionable in your articles of faith ; which 
I now proceed to do in as tender a manner 
as the nature of the subject will permit. I 
commence with the doctrine of the TiRNITY 
—not, however, because I think, in itself 
considered, it is of any great importance; 
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but because I conscienciously think it is the 
foundation, on which is built the superstruc- 
ture of vicarious aionement, the infinite e- 
vil of sin, total depravity, endless misery, 
and finally, ail the absurdities of ortio- 
doxy. iknow very well that it is a hack- 
neyed subject; and that all has been said 
for and against it, that learning, experience, 
and ingenuity could invent. 1 know also 
that you have very litde charity for Unita- 
rians as Christians : and that rejecting tue 
do trine cf ue rrinery, will be sufficient,in 
your est:naiion, to bran me, act only with 
heresy, but infidelity itself. I have not the 
vanity tu think, that my views respecting 
the doctrine in question, are infallibly cor- 
rect; but this [can say, they have been 
formed from a careful examination of the 
sacred writings 3 and that if the Scriptures 
and my reason lead me astray, there is no 
remedy 3; for t will suffer no man to think 
for me—I will believe nothing implicitly. 

i suppose all the arguments by which 
Trinitarians cadeavor te vroye that Christ 
is Jehovah, are grounded on the three fol- 
lowing propositions : 

1 He is the Creator and preserver of 
the universe. 

2. He is called God by the sacred writ- 
ers. 

3. He is the object of religious worship. 

The above propositions I shall notice in 
as briefa manner as possible. 1. He is 
the Creator, &c. Let me direct your atten- 
tion to Proverbs viii. 22. to the 30th verse 
ine us'v. 3 where Solomon pérsonifies Wis- 
dom, and mikes it speak the following lan- 


guaze: “ The Lord possessed me in the’ 


beginning of his way, before his works of 
old. I was set up from everlasting,from the 
beginning or ever the earth was. When 
there was no depth, I was brought forth ; 


when there was no fountains abounding with | 


vater. Before the mountains were settled ; 
before the hills were brought forth. While 
as yet he had not made the earth, nor the 
fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the 
world. When he prepared the heavens, I 
was there ; when he set a compass upon the 


face of the deep : -when he established the | 


clouds above: when he strengthened the 
fountains of the deep: when he gave tothe 
sea his decree, that the waters should not 
pass his commandment: when he appoint- 
ed the foundations of the earth. Then was 
I by him, as one brought up with him ; and 


I daily his delight, rejoicing always before | 


him.” Now turn to St. John’s Gospel, i. 1, 
2,3. “In the beginning was the Word (or 


(Wisdom) was with God and the Word 
(Wisdom) was God. The same was in tire 
beginning with God. Ali things were made 
by him, (at, Wisdom,) anu without iain (it, 
Wisdom) was not any thing made tat was 
made.” it will not be demed that tie 
Kabbins and Greek phi.osophers used tie 
jterm Logos, to designate Wisdum; and it 
‘can make no difference with which it was o- 
rginal, as they used it in the same sense. 
/svew observe, Sulomon makes Wisdom say, 
‘Lhe Lord possessed me in the beginning” 
—and St. John says, * in the begtunig was 
the Word” (Wisdom,) Judge ye: is it 
possible to avoid the cunclusion that Sclo- 
mcn and St. John speak of the seme thing : 
aud that it is simply an attribute of the Ve- 
ity of which they speak ; instcad of being a 
a second person in a TRINITY of Gods ;— 
‘The aposile says, “in him (Christ) dwell 
ail the fulness of the Godhead bouily.”— 
Wisdom being that attribute of the Deity by 
which he created and rules the universe, 
and by which the work of reconciliation 
Was commenced, is going on, and tiiall 
will be consummated, is very properly er 
ed the fulness of the Godhead ; and i can- 
not but think a mind destitute of prejudice 
or prepossessions, would immediately per- 
ceive that Logos, Wisdom and fulness of 
the Godhead, mean the same thing, and are 
‘used to expiess that attribute of the Deity 
by which he is directed in all his works.— 
God created all things by the Logos it is 
‘true; bet must we infer from hence that the 
,man Christ Jesus created all things? Cer- 
, tainly not; for he had no personal exist- 
ence till some thousand years alter the 
worlds were made. An eternal principle 
dwelt in Christ, which St. John calls the 
word, and which the apostle calls the full- 
ness of the Godhead 3; and it is probably, 
to this principle that he himself alludes when 
he says, “ It is not I that do the works ; but 
the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth 
the works? Ithink it will appear obvi- 
ous, from the above remarks, that God cre- 
ated the universe by Wisdom ; and that the 
'man Christ Jesus had nothing to do with 
creation ; and that he never existed till he 
was conceived by Mary. 











Logos, literally, wisdom) aud the word , had asked themselves, who should be call- 


2. Itis said that Christ is called God by 
the inspired writers. Much stress has been 
laid on Isa. ix. 6. “ For unto us a child is 
born,” &c. It is strange how any one, who 
had the least knowledge of the highly fig- 
urative language of the Orientals, should 
have imagined that this verse proved that 
Christ was the eternal Jehovah. If they 
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ed the everlasting Father, the answer would | said that “ the spirit of God moved upon 
have been obvious ;—a child. Would the/ the faee of the waters ;” and in Luke j,25 
prophet have insulted Jehovah by saying] where it is said, “ The Holy Ghost shal 
that he should be born, and by giving him}come upon thee, and the power of the 
the title of prince, counsellor, wonderful,| Highest shall overshadow thee ;” but the 
&c. and by calling him acuitp? David former is generally meant. Truru being 
says inthe 2d Psalm; “Ihave said ye|a holy principie, is very properly denom- 
are gods ;” and Jesus says, “If they were| inated the Holy Spirit, or Spirit of God, 
called Gods ;” and the apostle, “ there are | St. John explains this subject and places it 
gods many and lords many, but unto us| beyond a doubt. See his first general E- 
there is one God and one Lord Jesus Christ.’ | pistle, iv. 1, 2, 3. “ Beloved believe not 
Names do not alter things ; and whatever|every spirit, but try the spirits whether 
Christ might have been ealled, it is plain| they be of God (cr God’s Spirits) because 
that “ he was tempted in all points as we} many false prophets are gone out into the 
are;” and that he was ignorant of the time} world. Hereby know we the spirit of 
when Jerusalem was to be destroyed; and| God. Every spirit that confesseth that Je- 
that he ate and drank, slept and awoke, liv-| sus Christ is come in the flesh is of Gad: 
ed and died like other men, with the excep-| and every spirit that confesseth not thai 
tion of error; guile not being found in his| Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of 
lips. Do youthink that Jehovah was|God, and this is the spirit of antichrist 
tempted as we are? Did ke eat, drink,sleep,| whereof ye have heard that it should come, 
and die ? If Jehovah did not ; and Jesus| and even now is it in the world.” — These 
Christ did, then Jesus Christ is not Jeho-| who confess that Jesus Christ had come in 
vah, whether he be called so or not. Moses | the flesh, were guided by the Truth, Holy 
said to the Jews, “ A prophet shall the} Spirit, or Spirit of God ; and those who 
Lord your God raise up, like unto me.”—| denied it were not of God, but were lying 
tf Christ be Jehovah,how could Moses have spirits, spirits of darkness or antichvist— 
the impudence to say he should belike him? | I have thus given you my views of the dec- 
Did he compare the Almighty to himself ? | trine of the Trinity, which doctrine I veri- 
Does this look like the meekness of Moses? ly think one of the most palpable absurdi- 
i think not. ties ever imvented by priests, or believed 
3. It is said that Christ is the object of | by rational beings. The nature of this 
religious worship. Religious worship does | communication would not permit me to say 
not consist in bodily exercise, nor in a mix-| more. It is a little over a year since | be- 
ture of awe and wonder ; but in a spiritual | gan to doubt its truth ; soon after which] 
e«ommunion of a soul with its Maker; and| read with care, Elder Hedding’s sermon on 
ii a subordinate sense, with other objects | the divinity of Christ ; which was publish- 
of its affection and gratitude. We love, a-| ed at the request of the N. E. Conference 
lore, or worship God supremely, because | assembled at Bath, Me. 1822, and altho’ | 
he first loved us, and is the author of our; feel as much respect for his candor and a- 
enjoyments; and we love Christ with the | bilities as I do for any man’s living, and al- 
same love, but not in the same degree.— | though I believe he has said all that can be 
We are commanded to love our neigh- said to prove that the Son is equal to the 
bor; but it is not idolatry to love him ' Father himself ; yet I must confess he has 
im a subordinate sense. If we do not | not removed my objections to the Trinity. 
love our brother whom we have seen, how | His sermon served to increase and confirm 
can we love God whom we have not seen? | my doubts ; and I cannot think it can sai- 
We ought to love Christ as the immediate | isfy any candid inquirer after truth, whose 
author, under God, of our holy religion, | mind is not blinded by early prejudices— 
but Jehovah alone is worthy of our supreme| The doctrine of the Trinity is acknowl- 
adoration. I have thus briefly noticed the | edged on all hands to be an incomprehen- 
three propositions on which are grounded | sible mystery ; and it is certain that it} 
the principal arguments for the divinity of contrary to every thing we see in nature, 
Christ ; and if others cannot see as I do, I /and can only be supported by a few ambig- 
shall not condemn them as heretics. uous texts of scripture, in opposition 102 
As to the third person in the Trinity, it | multitude that are plain and explicit. God 
appears to me to be nothing more nor less | is expressly called Love, Power, &c. and 
than Truth, and the operation of the Divine by the same rule that wisdom is made @ 
energy or power. The latter seems to be separate person, all his attributes might be; 
meant in the first of Genesis, where it is; and then we should have as many p¢tsols 



































in the Godhead as the Deity has attributes. 
Moses said, “ the Lord your God is one 
God ;” but if he had been a Trinitarian, he 
would have said, the Lord your God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is one God. 
I cannot close without observing that you 
place too much emphasis on the word Trin- 
ity, for if a man will but believe it in any 
form it will answer the purpose and take 
away the reproach of infidelity. I think I 
shall be able in my next to close my objec- 
tions to your creed. Yours in love, 


E. CASE. 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


Pure Religion, and undefiled before God 
and the Father, is this, to visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world. 
James i. 37. 

(Concluded from page 315.) 


I shall now proceed to shew what the ad- 
vocates and supporters of what they (errone- 
ously) call pure and undefiled religion require 
of us to believe in order to become members 
of what they are pleased to denominate the 
true church of Christ. And firstly we must 
believe that in consequence of our first par- 
ents eating of a fruit which God had forbid- 
den, they, and in them all their posterity, 
fell from their original righteousness and 
communion with God, and so became dead 
in sin and wholly defiled in all the faculties 
and parts of soul and body, and thereby be- 
came subject to death, temporal, spiritual 
and eternal : the first sin called original sin 
and all subsequent sins are infinite ; that 
they have produced an infinite dissatisfac- 
tion in the mind of an infinite and unchange- 
able being, which nothing short of an infi- 
nite sacrifice or atonement could reconcile 
or appease. This being accomplished, (al- 
though in so mysterious a manner that no 
one can understand or explain it,) “ God 
can now be just and the justifier of him that 
believeth.” Secondly, we must believe in 
fallen angels (devils) ; that there has been 
a rebellion in heaven, in the kingdom of the 
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tal depravity, i. e. that all men by nature 
are totally depraved, or wholly defiled in 
all the faculties and parts of soul and body. 
Foarthly, we must believe in an endless hell 
burning with fire and brimstone, into which 
by far the greater part of the human family 
(the noblest work ef God )will be cast with the 
fallen angels (devils) ; that infants (“ some 
of them not more than a span long,) whe 
have been or shall be so unfortunate as to be 
born of nen-elect parents will compose a 
very considerable part of the numbers of the 
damned. Fifthly, we must believe that the 
dreadful and indescribable suflerings of the 
damned in hell, will greatly augment the 
happiness of the saints in heaven; that the 
once tender and affectionate mother on be- 
holding her once lovely babe, over whose 
slumbers she had watched by day and by 
night, with parental care and solicitude, in 
hell, will with increased raptures, celebrate 
redeeming love. 

We are also taught that it is one of our 
most important duties to contribute liberally 
however great the sacrifice may be, to sup- 
port foreign missionaries, that the poor hea- 
then may be made acquainted with what 
God has done for their poor immortal souls. 
O how they will rejoice when informed by 
our orthodox ministers “‘ that God from all 
eternity did by the most wise and holy com- 
sel of his own free will, freely and unchange- 
ably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.”— 
And that, “ by the decree of God, for the 
manifestation of his glory, some men and 
angels are predestinated unto everlasting 
life, and others foreordained unto everlasting 
death, and that the numbers are so definite 
and certain, that they can neither be increa- 
sed or diminished ;” and that all who have 
died without the saving knowledge of the 
glorious plan of man’s redemptiom are now 
in hell, where they must remain as long as 
God shall exist. This, kind reader, is what 
our deluded brethren call “ good news, glad 
tidings of great joy to all people.” 

O my brethren, who advocate the above 
stated absurdities, permit me to call your 
serious attention to what the blessed “ Sa- 
viour of all men” said to the Samaritan wo- 





Almighty ; that the angels which rebelled a- 
gainst God their Creator, were cast out of | 
heaven and are reserved in everlasting | 
chains, under darkness, unto the judgment. 
of the great day ; that notwithstanding they 
are thus confined, they are still roving toand 
fro through the earth, seeking whom they 
may devour ; that they occupy all space, ; 
with the exception of the one they formerly | 


inhabited. Third!y, we must believe in to-; beheld your devotions, I found an altar, 


man, “ ye worship ye know not what.”— 
Ignorance has been said by some religionists 
to be the parent of devotion ; if so, it will, 
in all probability, be a “ zeal of God, not 


‘according to knowledge.” Hence St. Paul, 


in addressing the people of Athens, (adver- 
ting to their religious forms of worship) 
says, I perceive that in all things, ve are 
too superstitious ; for as I passed by and 
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with thisinscription: ‘To the unknown God| with prayerful attention. ‘To me it is truly 
whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him astonishing that any man who has taken the 
declare L unto you. Now dear reader, in| Iicly Bibleas the man of his counsel, can 
the love of Christ our redeemer, be pre-| believe that mankind are totally depraved 
Pda: By vailed upon to divest yourself of prejudice (and many other things equally absurd) 
hp es a! and superstition, and turn over and careful-' when he has neither scripture nor common 
ee ly examine the pages ofthe new testament,! observation to support such a belief; and 
und compare what Christ and his apostles | nothing can be more clearly proved by di- 
required of the members of the primitive vine revelation, than that God loved the 
church to believe with the above stated un-* whole human family, while morally dead— 
scriptural requirements, you will not only dead in trespasses and sins. Should [ ad. 
ke able to aidudaane. between pure and mit to be true, what my linitarian brethren 
impure religion, but will at once see that contend for, viz. that all maakind are totally 
the popular religion of the day stands in op- depraved and wholly defiled in all the fac- 
position to pure and undefiled religion. in ulties and parts of soul and body, the result 
order to excite the reader to a more thor- would be simply this, that God so loved to- 
ouch investigation of the Holy Scriptures, I tal depravity, (for the soul as well as the 
will cite a few passages. Acts xvi. 31. body is totally depraved.) that he gave his 
When the keeper of the prison inquired of only begotten Son to be the Saviour of tota! 
f'aul and Situs what he should do to be sa- depravity, and as God is unchangeable, the 
ved, the reply was, Believe in the Lord Je- conclusion would be, that he will eternally 
sus Christ, and thou shall be saved, and all love total depravity, therefore a change for 
has ery thy house. When the kLunuch solicited the better could never be accomplished.— 
he # ti helt Puilin to baptize him, Philip’s reply was, But such premises being false, the conclu- 
hi tp at} “ if thou believest with all thine heart, thou sion is also false. But that relicion which 
3 ea inayest, and he answered and said, ft believe js pure and undefiled before God and the 
iH that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and Father, teaches none of the above absurdi- 
Pile Philip baptised him, and the cunuch ties. Let God be true but every man a li- 
ed weat on his way rejoicing.” He did ar, M. 
Rian not stop to subscribe to thirteen or thirty- | 
4 nine articles of faith, nor was it required of THE RESURERCTION. 
Pia eat him or any other humble believer, either by Death held his sceptre over the Son of 
red Christ or his apostles. “ Whoever believ-| God, till the third day began to dawn up- 
So) a eth that Jesus is the Christ, is ban of God. ‘on the world ; when on a sudden the earth 
) Every spirit that confesseth that JesusChrist trembled to its centre, and the powers of 
ae is come in the flesh, is of God, Beloved, jeayen were shaken. But who is this that 
qt). let us love one another: for love (not hat- | cometh forth from the tomb—with dyed gars 
pat red | 18 +4 God ; and every one that loveth is ; ments from the bedof death? Itis thy 
dt born of God, and knoweth God. Hie that Prince, O Zion—Nations of the earth, it is 
loveth not, knoweth not God ; for God is your Lord. He hath trodden the wine 
iY love.” (The reader will bear in mind that press alone but now he arises a conquerer 
rag hc Ged is unchangeable. ) “ In this Was man- from the grave, and brings salvation to the 
ilested the love of God towards us, because ‘sons of men. ‘The Father of Mercies look- 
: that God sent his only begotten Son into! 6q down from his throne in the heavens ; 
eee the world, that we might live through him. | with complacency he beheld his world re- 
Wis a Herein is love, not that we loved God, but stored-—he saw his work that it was good. 
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il that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the} phen did the desert rejoice ; the face of 
Ae ie propitiation for our sins. And we have seen | yature was gladdened before him, when 
ite ard do testify, that the Father sent the Son she blessines of the Fternal descended as 
f wk to be the Saviour of the World. Whoever! ihe dew o: heaven for the refreshing of the 





shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God,’ nations.” 


ry ha God dwelleth in him and he in God. God a 
is love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwel-| Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done 


leth in God, and God in him. There is no | €X¢ellent things : this is known in all the. 
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out | earth.—Is, 
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Af fear: beeause fear hath torment. He that ee 

+ ie fearcth is net made perfect in love. We! pup.isHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
. love him because he first loved us.’ The PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY 

ey reader is requested to turn to the first epistle IN ADVANCE.—H. A. SALISBURY, 

Baty general of John and read the whole of it PRINTER. 





